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Merry Christmas & a very happy 2010 to you!

Nearing the end of a year always naturally leads to looking back & reflecting on what has happened in The Edge. We would
say this has been the year of new beginnings. New programmes started (some of which you will read about below), some new
volunteers, new young people coming through the doors & a new associate youth worker who started in October. Probably the
most exciting ‘new’, is the handful of young people who have given their lives, or recommitted their lives back to Jesus this
year. The new creations that they have become & the new life that they have embarked upon is exciting! It's amazing to watch
young people encounter God inside & outside of this place & then be able to do nothing else but become Christians. One
young guy during the mission week said ‘/ wish my school was like The Edge because in school no one likes me, but in
the Edge everyone loves me!’ Sometimes it's good to be reminded that getting back to the pure & simple fact that God calls

us to love people is a great thing.

So this year we have been encouraged by what God is doing through the old & new programmes & the relationships that are
being built. We took another team to Romania in July & once again God turned up, especially among the guys in our team.
Seeing them broken & touched by the love from the kids is something we will always remember. So many more honest
conversations happened there & we got to know the entire team on a whole new level.

Obviously there have also been many challenges this year, but we are holding on to the words of Paul in Galatians - ‘let us not
become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up’. \We have seen
glimpses of the harvest this year, but we know that there is more. Please join us in praying this into being! God bless you in 2010.

B Hip-Hop Classes

In September we received a
grant to run hip-hop classes for
girls. Most of the girls we work
with have quite low self-esteem
& don’t think a lot of themselves
so it is hoped that these
sessions will help them gain confidence, self-esteem &
self-worth. Also it is a great way for us to build deeper
relationships with them while we all learn a new skill &
feel daft together! Some are better than others to be
honest and let’s just say the girls are beating the leaders
hands down! We love the fact that this is another project
that brings in some young girls who if it wasn’t for hip-
hop we would have no other contact with. It is our hope
that this contact grows, but we are also aware that we
have to start somewhere!

Football Programme

Part of Stan’s role at The Edge is to
develop young men’s work. So when
he started in October he asked a few
of the guys if they would be interested
in playing football once a week. The
guys responded very positively & from then on every
time they saw him they asked when it was going to start.
So on the 4™ of Nov we had the first night of the
programme with 6 guys turning up. It happens every
Wednesday night from 6 — 7.30pm & to date there are
26 names on the books. Not to complain, but he is quite
thankful that all 26 haven’t turned up on the one night.
They moan about not getting to play enough when
there’s15 there! He’s excited about the young guys who
are choosing to come, where this programme may go &
how it may change lives.

Meet our new Associate youth Worker..
Many of you will already know him, but for those of you who don’t here’s our Stanley!!

Hi, my name’s Stan & | am the new youth worker at The Edge. I'm not really that new to the
centre as I've been a volunteer on a Tuesday night for the past nine years. On the whole |

have loved every minute of this & | have to say | have gotten to know so many young people
over the years & would still meet them on the street & have great chats. | always loved being
able to invest time & build relationships. One of the best ways of doing this was going with
the team to Romania for six years. It was great getting the young people out of Ballynahinch
for eight days and seeing them relaxing and making a difference in other people’s lives.
While volunteering at The Edge | worked fulltime in an engineering company building forklifts.
| was there for fifteen years & for most of it had a great time. | worked with a good team of
men & it was more difficult to leave than | thought when it came to the 30" Sept!

| also love going to the gym, reading & spending time with friends. I'm getting married in the
summer to Shirley which I'm really looking forward to (& Shirley’s not telling me to write this!)
I've always had a passion to work with young people full time ,so when the job at The Edge
was advertised | started the process of really praying & asking God was this the right time. |
kept getting challenged on being more courageous & just trusting God. So | went for it. I'm
what some people call a mature youth worker as I'm thirty-six but the desire to see the young
people in Ballynahinch make better choices and give their lives to Jesus has only grown. So
The Edge is stuck with me for a while yet. I'm looking forward to having more time to invest
in the young people’s lives and see how God’s going to move in The Edge & Ballynahinch.




